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Martina Bitunjac, Ph.D. 

Moses Mendelssohn Center for European-Jewish Studies, Potsdam 

 

 

Jewish artists during the Shoah – between exile and resistance 

 

 

This paper explores different kinds of Jewish creative artists on the territory of the former 

Yugoslavia who had to fight for their lives after the dissolution of the state in April 1941. 

Several sought refuge in the Yugoslav resistance movement and attempted to continue working 

at their art within the movement. Others went into hiding, or, in the worst case scenario, were 

murdered by Nazi or local fascists. The paper hopes to introduce those more or less unknown 

artists whose works were deemed “degenerate” in Nazi Germany and who fled to Yugoslavia as 

they, too, were being threatened with deportation for having a Jewish spouse, for example. Most 

of all, the paper attempts to illustrate the extent to which this “lost generation” of artists were 

able to pursue their art and their passion in the region, and which new significance art in the time 

of persecution took on for them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martina Bitunjac holds a Ph.D. in modern history and in the history of Europe from the 

Humboldt University of Berlin and the Sapienza University of Rome. She is currently working 

as a research associate and is the managing editor of the Journal of Religious and Cultural 

Studies/Zeitschrift für Religions- und Geistesgeschichte at the Moses Mendelssohn Center for 

European-Jewish Studies. She is also a docent at the University of Potsdam. Her academic 

interests include gender studies, Jewish history, as well as the history of Southeast Europe.  

 



Marijan Buljan, Ph.D. candidate 

University of Split 

 

The Split Jewish community with emphasis on the activities of the Emigration Committee 

 

The Jewish community records kept in the National Archives in Split comprise a small collection 

consisting of eight books and four boxes. Nevertheless, it provides an interesting insight into the 

life of the Jewish community before and during World War II. The records also include certain 

administrative documents related to the interwar period, such as the book of revenues and 

expenditures of Split’s Jewish community and a list of Jews living in Split in the period of the 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia. On the other hand, the importance of the records lies in the documents 

related to the activities of the Emigration Committee during World War II.  

After the invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941, the Treaty of Rome was signed and Split was annexed 

by Italy, which was met with dissatisfaction among the people of Split. The Emigration 

Committee was established with the aim of helping Jewish refugees. They wanted to help the 

Jews who were in Split (providing them with food and other material means), the Jews who 

wanted to emigrate to another country, and the Jews who wanted to find missing members of 

their families. The president of the committee was Viktor Morpurgo, a descendant of a highly 

regarded Split Jewish family. Emigration Committee correspondence includes a number of 

letters between the committee and the Italian organization DELASEM, which was established to 

aid Jews. The overall difficult situation and the emerging financial problems provoked 

disagreements within the committee itself. Following the Italian capitulation to the Allies in 

September 1943, the Ustaše, with the help of the Germans, took control of Split, which then 

became a part of the Independent State of Croatia (Nezavisna Država Hrvatska, NDH). The 

Emigration Committee ceased its activities, and the majority of Jews were deported, Viktor 

Morpurgo among them. This paper aims to present the records of the Jewish community, with 

special attention being given to the work of the Emigration Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marijan Buljan was born in Split in 1986. In 2011, he graduated from the University of Split in 

the departments of history and Croatian language and literature. He is currently a Ph.D. 

candidate in history at the University of Split in the Faculty of Philosophy. His fields of interest 

are European political history in the first part of the 20
th

 century, the history of the Kingdom of 

Yugoslavia and the history of the Dalmatian region.  



Philip Carabott, Ph.D. 

King’s College London 

 

 

 

 

Greek Jewry in dire straits 

 

Like most of their coreligionists in liberated Europe, in the wake of the Shoah, Greek Jews found 

themselves in dire straits. Of the approximately 7,700 survivors in early 1945, 85% were 

“completely lacking any kind of means to live on”, 10% needed partial assistance and only 5% 

were financially independent. A year on, the battle for the new survival of some 10,000 returnees 

had been won, though not the war itself. Whether emerging from hiding, from participation in 

the resistance movement or returning from the concentration and death camps, they had to 

rebuild their lives in an environment where choices, and responses thereof, were determined by 

exogenous factors – e.g., the usurpation of property, the rise of anti-Semitism and the on-going 

Greek Civil War. In equal measure, they were shaped by the powerful allure of Zionism and 

immigration to Eretz Yisrael, and the survivors’ different experiences of the war years, which 

admittedly had dented the communal idea (and ideal) of “material sacrifice for all” and rendered 

obsolete the motto “all for one and one for all”. The paper seeks to map out the quantitative and 

main qualitative features of the historical subject in question, to outline the multiple difficulties it 

faced, to unravel the dilemmas confronting it, and to trace its varied responses to being Jewish in 

early post-Shoah Greece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Carabott is a research associate at King’s College London, where he taught modern and 

contemporary Greek history from 1990 to 2011. He has published on politics, society and 

minorities in Greece of the modern era. He is a founding member of the Workshop on the Study 

of Modern Greek Jewry (https://greekjewry.wordpress.com/). With Maria Vassilikou, he is 

working on a project entitled “A concise history of the Shoah in Greece”, which is financially 

supported by the German Foreign Ministry’s German-Greek Future Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 



Dragan Cvetković, Ph.D. 

Museum of Genocide Victims, Belgrade 

 

 

The Jewish component of the Yugoslav partisan movement – geostatistical analysis of losses 

 

 

The Jewish community was the most disadvantaged of all ethnic groups in Yugoslavia since the 

early days of the war. Doomed to total destruction in most of the territory formed after the 

disintegration of Yugoslavia, the Jewish community had been exposed to different models of 

repression and terror. Their pre-war high concentration in a relatively small number of urban 

centers contributed to the increasing exposure to repression and terror, and facilitated the 

implementation of the Holocaust, which expedited their destruction of the first years of the war. 

Fast and organized enforcement of the Holocaust prevented a better organization in providing 

resistance, but resistance did still exist. Recognizing the Yugoslav partisan movement as an 

organization capable of resisting the occupation -- the fragmentation of the country, with the 

proclaimed national equality in the future state of social equality -- and as the only organization 

capable of providing real protection in the circumstances, members of the Jewish community had 

been joining the movement since its formation, thereby preserving their physical existence and 

chances for survival. 

The Jewish community’s share of losses in the partisan movement will be displayed based on the 

partly revised list of “Victims of the War 1941 – 1945” drawn up in 1964, which contains 

information on about 55,000 Jews who were killed. Personal data include the names of the 

victims, place of birth and residence before the war, age, profession, and other data, allowing the 

numbers to be integrated and showing the internal structure of losses suffered. The paper will 

show their comparative territorial distribution within the partisan movement, age, professional 

structure, place and manner of suffering. It will also establish the relationship of the losses 

between civilians and partisans from the Jewish community, as well as with the losses of other 

ethnic groups represented in the Yugoslav partisan movement depending on the territory or 

region from which they originated, according to their share in the population of those territories. 

Although small in the number of victims and participation in total losses of partisans in 

Yugoslavia (0.18%), the losses Jews suffered in their movement have a great symbolic 

significance because they show the desire of the people to stand up and fight, to resist and 

survive extermination, and to win the war against fascism as the greatest evil of the twentieth 

century. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dragan Cvetković graduated in history at the University of Belgrade in 1995 and received a 

doctoral degree from the same university in 2016. In Belgrade’s Museum of Genocide Victims 

he heads the project Revision of the Register of War Casualties 1941 – 1945, (originally written 

in 1964). His main topics of interest are war victims in Yugoslavia 1941 – 1945, genocide and 

the Holocaust. He is a coauthor with Dr. Igor Graovac (of Croatia’s Institute of History in 

Zagreb) of the book Human losses in Croatia between 1941 and 1945, Questions, Examples and 

Results, Zagreb 2005, and over twenty of articles related to war casualties. He has participated in 

Yad Vashem’s “Recording the names” workshop three times and in “Academic exchange with 

Serbian scholars” in Yad Vashem in 2006. 



Kotel DaDon, Ph.D. 

University of Zagreb 

 

 

Religious life during the Holocaust – a spiritual resistance 

 

In this lecture the speaker will explore the existence of a Jewish spiritual resistance during the 

Holocaust. The great evil of the Holocaust caused and continues to evoke a crisis of faith among 

many Jews and non-Jews who believe in the traditional idea of a God: the idea that God is both 

omnipotent and good. Indeed, when looking at post-Holocaust theology, many Jews lost their 

faith in God during the Holocaust, while suffering in the death camps, or had their faith burnt in 

the crematoriums of Auschwitz. In this context, the author had a direct connection to this subject 

as in Croatia, he got to know many of those Jews who survived the Holocaust and left their faith 

behind. The author bases his research on the behavior of ordinary religious Jews in the horrific 

time of the Holocaust, behavior which is well documented in the Rabbinical Responsa literature 

written then. In his work, the author first explains the Responsa literature, its history, its status in 

Jewish Rabbinical literature and its uniqueness in Jewish law, as well in comparison with other 

legal systems. The central part of this lecture is based on a few Responsa cases, selected by the 

author after researching rare literature; the few books of Responsa written by Rabbis who 

survived the Holocaust. Religious Jewish life experience in the ghettos and the death camps as it 

appears in Rabbinical Responsa from the Holocaust will be explored. History records some of 

the remarkable efforts of an ordinary Jews during the Holocaust, in ghettos and concentration 

camps, continuing to turn to the teachings of Jewish law and ethics for lessons and guidance. The 

questions and answers that will be presented–a portion of which have survived in written form–

span all areas of life: from Jewish law observance, to–literally–daily questions of life and death. 

The speaker will provide both the question and the answer of the respondents and analyze them 

through many sources of Rabbinical literature from the time of the Talmud through the Middle 

Ages until Modernity, literature that has been translated into Croatian for the first time by the 

author from Hebrew and Aramaic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kotel DaDon is a Rabbi, professor, theologian and Judaist. He was the Chief Rabbi of Croatia 

from 1998 to 2006. Since 2006, he has been the Chief Rabbi of The Bet Israel Jewish 

Community of Croatia. Since 2006, DaDon has also been teaching at the Faculty of Humanities 

and Social Sciences/University of Zagreb. Since 2012, he has been the head of the chair of 

Judaic Studies at the University of Zagreb. His research interests concentrate on Jewish law, 

Biblical studies, Jewish studies, Hebrew and interreligious dialogue. Rabbi DaDon is a 

prominent member of many international Jewish organizations, including the executive board 

of The World Zionist Organization and serves as an MP of the European Jewish Parliament.  



Haris Dajč, Ph.D. 

University of Belgrade 

 

Ljiljana Dobrovšak, Ph.D. 

Ivo Pilar Institute of Social Sciences, Zagreb 

 

 

The Zionist movement in Serbia 

 

The Zionist movement appeared at the beginning of 20th century in the area comprising former 

Yugoslavia. At first in Croatia, where Croatian Zionists led by the Osijek attorney Hugo Spitzer 

founded the Zionist Society in Osijek, started publishing the Zionist magazine Židovska smotra 

and organized several Zionist congresses (in Osijek, Slavonski Brod, Zemun) in order to connect 

Jews not only within Austria-Hungary, but also in the neighboring Kingdom of Serbia. After the 

end of WW I, the center of the Zionist movement moved from Osijek to Zagreb and Belgrade. 

Although the Zionist movement was better organized in Zagreb, where all major Zionist 

institutions were situated, by the 1930s it spread more and more to Serbia and Belgrade. Through 

analysis of contemporary press and available archive material, the authors will in their 

presentation discuss the influence of Croatian Zionists on Zionists from Serbia and vice versa, 

and the development of this movement in Serbia. 

 

 

 

 

Haris Dajč has been working at the University of Belgrade’s Faculty of Philosophy, in the 

Department of History since 2010 (made assistant professor in 2016, assistant in 2013, Ph.D. in 

history from the University of Belgrade in 2015, M.A. in history from the University of Belgrade 

in 2008, M.A. in Central and South-East European studies in 2011 SSEES UCL). His archival 

research centered on Serbian and British archives. With research experience from 2008 in the 

National Archives (Public Record Office) in London on 18
th

-20
th

 century Turkey, Venice and the 

Levant, Dajč is also a skilled researcher of Jewish history in the Historical Archives of Belgrade 

and other Serbian archives. He was one of the main organizers of the conference on 

“Nationalism, Confiscation and Restitution” 2014-2015 that resulted in the “Law of restitution of 

Jewish heirless property” passed by the Serbian National Assembly in February 2016. He has 

also been a member of the City Council Committee for the Staro Sajmište concentration camp 

since 2014. He is the head of the project to research, classify and establish a data base for the 

immovable and movable property of Belgrade Jews without living legal heirs that is funded by 

the Belgrade Jewish community. He has been actively involved in projects of the Federation of 

the Jewish Communities of Serbia. His most recent publication is Sumrak starog Meditarana: 

Jonska ostrva 1774–1815, Belgrade 2016.  

 

Ljiljana Dobrovšak is senior research associate at the Ivo Pilar Institute of Social Sciences in 

Zagreb. She studied history at the University of Zagreb, where she obtained her Ph.D. degree in 

history in 2007. She has been awarded four doctoral fellowships for her research in Budapest 

(CEEPUS, Hungarian Scholarship Board and the Rothschild Foundation Europe). Among her 

recent publications: Židovi u Osijeku od doseljavanja do kraja Prvog svjetskog rata, [Jews in 

Osijek from the early settlement until the End of the World War I] Osijek 2013.  

 

  



Miloš M. Damjanović, Ph.D. candidate 

University of Pristina 

     

 

 

The participation of Kosovo-Metohijan Jews in anti-fascist fighting 1941–1945 

 

This paper aims to investigate and present the organizational and armed activities, along with 

other forms of resistance movements and assistance to the anti-fascist units, in which Kosovo-

Metohijan Jews participated in the course of World War II and the Holocaust. Due to the 

German Nazi occupation, it was difficult for the Jews of Kosovska Mitrovica to develop anti-

fascist activities, to come out in large numbers ready to defend their bare lives. Since the Italian 

fascists occupying the area were not well acquainted with the “final solution” to the Jewish 

question, the Pristina Jewish community had more space to act freely and more time to join 

armed units, where they could hope to survive or have a decent death. Another inconvenient 

circumstance they had to face was weakness. Their numbers were also low and they had 

problems becoming members of the anti-fascist movements; there was the issue of the hostile 

environment, where the Albanian national element was colluding with both occupiers. The 

remaining population in Kosovo and Metohija, Serbian and Roma people, were also attacked by 

the conqueror, which is why it was futile to expect help from their sides, even though both 

people did what good they could for the Jews during the mostly unfavorable circumstances. In 

such a socio-political reality, the Kosovo-Metohijan Jews were welcomed in the 

Serbian/Yugoslav anti-fascist movements that grew from the necessity for self-defense from 

terror and repression. These Jews received support, understanding and equal treatment. They 

almost exclusively became members of partisan units, and only a few were part of Chetnik 

movements. Ideologically speaking, the motives for approaching the movements were irrelevant, 

so they cannot be taken into account as factors they dealt with while deciding on which 

resistance movement to join, but their approach should be explained by the level of development 

and geographical availability of these movements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milos M. Damjanović lives in Kosovska Mitrovica, Serbia. He is a Ph.D. candidate at the 

University of Pristina’s Department of History and is an independent researcher. His main topics 

of research are the history of Jews in Kosovo and Metohija, and 20
th

 century history of Serbian 

and Yugoslav Jewry. In 2011 and 2014 he won an award in the Association of Jewish 

Communities of Serbia’s annual competition of papers with Jewish topics. 

 

 



 

Dona Danon, M.A. 

HaKol magazine, Zagreb 

 

Adaptation of two generations of Zagreb Jews to post-socialism and the new Croatian nation-

state 

 

This presentation will show how two successive generations of Zagreb Jews are adapting to the 

new circumstances of post-socialism and the new Croatian State. The older group spent its late 

formative years in the 1980s, the time of late socialism, while the younger one spent them in the 

1990s, a time marked by exclusivist and xenophobic nationalism. Reflecting on the socio-

political context of the 90s and early 2000s and using the method of semi-structured interviews, I 

investigate how these two generations growing up in two ideologically different contexts 

articulate their relationship towards the new nation-state, society, and how they construct their 

concepts of Jewishness. 

The majority of them replaced an earlier Yugoslav civic identity with an ethnic Jewish one. On 

the one hand, this represented a strategy to create a distance to what was going on in Croatia, but 

on the other, they were not able to be accepted as being ‘authentic Croatians’ because of most 

having been born in mixed marriages and some having clearly non-Croatian family names. 

However, a significant distinction between these two generations is that the younger one 

embraced the traditional and religious aspect of being Jewish, while the older one continued to 

develop so-called cultural or humanistic expressions of Jewishness which flourished in late 

socialism. 

Concerning the state and its territory, the older group tends to identify with the narrower (the 

town or its quarter) or broader space (parts of ex-Yugoslavia as Croatia, Bosnia and Serbia), 

while the younger group does not question it. They take the fact of Croatian sovereignty and 

themselves being its citizens for granted. In addition, the older interviewees expressed a certain 

loss of security and alienation towards the post ’91 society, while the younger ones seem better 

adapted and some perceived that “we all live better than before economically and better than the 

other ex Yugoslav nations/states”. Therefore, I argue that the big socio-political shift which 

occurred in the 90s in ex-Yugoslavia and Croatia had a direct and significant impact on creating 

such a difference between these two consecutive generations of the Jewish minority which in 

other circumstances would not exist. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dona Danon is preparing for her M.A. defense in sociology and social anthropology at the 

Central European University in Hungary. In 2003, she finished her B.A. in ethnology with a 

minor in Spanish language and literature at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Zagreb. She 

is a journalist for Ha-Kol, the newsletter of the Jewish community in Croatia.  She focuses on 

renegotiation of Jewish identities in Europe after 1989, especially on social adaptation in the 

post-socialist context. She wrote on Bosnian Sephardi women’s identities and their multiple 

migrations through their personal histories, as well as on the redefinition of the concept of home 

and social identity in the post-war multi-ethnic villages in Croatia. 

  



Simona Delić, Ph.D. 

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, Zagreb 

 

 

Old Sephardi ballads sung by the Sarajevo Rabbi Moritz Levy in Madrid before World War II 

 

The study and publication of Sephardi ballads has always been an occasion for familial and 

familiar encounters. Significant philological findings would not have been possible without the 

keen insights of communitarian and social transference in the history of important families or 

societies, as it was the case with the Menéndez Pidal and Catalán families within both the 

Hispanic and the wider world. 

Our paper will try to give an insight into the recording of the Sephardi ballads sung by the 

Sarajevo Rabbi Moritz Levy on the occasion of his visit to Madrid on December 10-11 1935. 

This has been kept in the private archive of the Menéndez Pidal family in Madrid, Spain. Rare 

ballads were recorded on that public occasion at the Consejo de Estudios Históricos in Madrid 

(Council for Historic Studies in Madrid), a mythical place for 20th and 21st century romancero 

studies. This ballad material has particular importance in the light of the tragic end of the Rabbi, 

who, despite having earned a Ph.D. in Vienna, was not spared a tragic end in a German 

concentration camp. We hope that a conscientious edition of these ballads, if they were to be 

carefully studied and transcribed as a sort of a construction of a mythical Borgesian Aleph, 

would testify to the rebellion and resistance of the belle époque period, as today they sound like 

songs of liberation and freedom to our modern ears. We will pay special attention to two ballads 

that indicate in our opinion the highlights of that period. Flores and Blancaflor, with its two 

different endings of a humorous plot of confusion of between two newborn babies, today sounds 

to us like a warning anticipating the tragic ending to the optimistic beginning of the post World 

War I period. The very emotional performance of ballad Las comadres borrachas by Rabbi Levy 

attempts to dispel the black shadows of the wartime nightmare. The Janus face of these two 

ballads anticipated future ballad and romancero studies. My paper is dedicated to the memory of 

†Deborah Catalán, a daughter of Diego Catalán Menéndez Pidal, and the director of Archivo 

Sonoro Deborah Catalán in the Foundation Ramón Menéndez Pidal, who gave me this recording 

as a gift in remembrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simona Delić lives and works in Zagreb (IEF), Croatia. She studied Spanish language and 

literature and comparative literature. She also studied Portuguese language and literature and 

library science. She obtained her Ph.D. at the University of Zagreb, Croatia. She worked as a 

Spanish teacher in the Zagreb School for Foreign Languages, Varšavska. She earned a Diploma 

de Estudios Avanzados from Complutense University in Madrid, Spain. She has published five 

books in the humanities (Prize DHSPIDZ, 2002) in Croatian and in Spanish. She has translated 

authors such as Fuentes, Vargas Llosa, Marías. She publishes papers in both Croatian and 

international scientific journals. She also writes and publishes fiction.  



Milivoj Dretar, M.A. 

Ha-Kol magazine 

 

Anti-Semitism in Ludbreg 

 

Ludbreg is a small town in north-western Croatia, between the larger towns of Varaždin and 

Koprivnica. Before World War II, Ludbreg’s Jewish community was the smallest in Croatia. The 

community’s zenith was in the early 20th century, when there were more than 200 members in 

Ludbreg and its surroundings. Every larger village had Jewish shops or a Jewish inn, and, in 

most cases, they were the only ones. According to the census in 1921 and 1931, the number of 

Jews decreased because they moved to larger cities or even overseas. The Holocaust put an end 

to this small community; most of the Ludbreg Jews were deported to death camps in the 

Independent State of Croatia.  

Jews had moved to the Ludbreg area from Burgenland and other Hungarian counties during the 

19th century. There were some problems with the local population right from the start of their 

settlement in the Ludbreg area. The newcomers’ lack of knowledge of the Croatian language, 

their different professions and inexperience in agriculture, as well as the locals’ opposition to 

religious diversity and the attitude of those with power and influence caused difficulties.  There 

was a strong intolerance shown toward local Jews and Serbs who lived in villages nearby. One 

indicator of this is the fact that there were very few marriages between the members of different 

communities. The situation was the same in other surrounding towns. In 1887, the local school 

board dismissed an appeal made by the Jewish community to assign rooms for Hebrew 

catechism with the excuse that the school was built for Catholics only and not for the hated 

newcomers. During 1903, local peasants participating in the Croatian national movement 

destroyed Jewish shops and banks and even attacked the synagogue where they smashed all the 

windows. Jews were considered supporters of the state regime, so the peasants vented their anger 

on them. During WWI there were also anti-Semitic outbursts, like in 1917 when Jewish 

newspapers wrote that during a fire in Ludbreg, fire-fighting volunteers refused to extinguish the 

fire on a Jewish property only because it was Jewish. At the end of 1918, when the Austro-

Hungarian Empire was defeated in WWI, military fugitives attacked Jewish traders, robbing 

them and sometimes physically assaulting them. Also, Jews were accused of using high interest 

rates to destroy local businesses and to make it difficult to buy good land. After the 1938 

division of the Ludbreg municipality into two parts, Jews were accused of trying to gain a 

foothold in local government. All of these events were a prelude to the Holocaust that 

completely erased the Ludbreg Jewish community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milivoj Dretar has an M.A. in history and geography. He works in a school and also as 

a correspondent for Ha-Kol, the newsletter of the Jewish community in Croatia.  Dretar is the 

author of a book and articles about Jewish life in Ludbreg and Podravina. He specializes in the 

World War II and Holocaust period. He also coordinates the following 

projects:  “With knowledge against hate”, “Open days of the Jewish Cemetery in Varasdin”, 

“Personal memories in school”, “Cultural diversity day” and deals with postwar heritage.  

   



Anna Maria Droumbouki, Ph.D. 

Free University, Berlin 

 

 

“We are not beggars nor do we ask for anybody’s charity”: Greek Jewry on German 

compensation(s) 

 

In December 1971, twelve years after his first letter to the government of the Federal Republic of 

Germany, Isaak M. Rousso exclaimed: “I ask you, what did I do to you and you destroyed my 

wealth, my shops? You killed my parents, and now you want to pay me a pittance”? Writing as 

president of the Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece three years earlier, Joseph 

Lovinger had sarcastically reminded an official of the Federal Ministry of Finance that 

“unfortunately the robbers did not give us receipts when they exiled us to the death camps of 

Auschwitz and Treblinka. I wonder whether your present actions are morally justified given that 

all the details on how they burgled our houses and how they stole three thousand safes are to be 

found in the extant reports of the Rosenberg Commando. I know of many harsh laws. None 

though like BRÜG, which is cruel. We are not beggars nor do we ask for anybody’s charity”. 

The paper focuses on the numerous instances of individual and collective Greek-Jewish voices 

and stances on the vexed issue of German compensation(s) to Shoah survivors from the mid 

1950s to the early 1970s. It seeks to examine how survivors: a) responded to the officialdom’s 

laws, criteria and regulations in the context of a modus operandi that was particularly taxing and 

evasive; b) managed the “requirement” to return to a traumatic past and relive their sufferings; c) 

coped with their guilt as survivors; and d) expressed feelings of anger and despair towards their 

culprits. Last but not least, it addresses whether individual subjectivities formed in the search for 

recognition and compensation were at variance from those articulated by collective bodies of 

Greek Jewry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Maria Droumbouki holds a Ph.D. in contemporary Greek and European history from the 

University of Athens. She was a visiting research scholar at the Simon Dubnow Institute for 

Jewish History and Culture (Leipzig, 2009), and a postdoctoral fellow at the Research Center for 

Modern History at the Panteion University (Athens, 2014-16) working on “Repairing the past: 

Holocaust restitution in Greece”. She is a founding member of the Workshop on the Study of 

Modern Greek Jewry (https://greekjewry.wordpress.com/). Currently, she is a research assistant 

and scientific coordinator of the Greek-German project “Memories of the occupation in Greece” 

at the Free University in Berlin. 

 



Esther Gitman, Ph.D. 

Freelance Researcher, New York 

 

 

 Amatus Lusitanus (Beloved of Portugal). His life and work (1511–1568)  

    

Amatus was born as Joao Rodrigues to Marrano parents in Castelo Branco, Portugal in 1511. He 

studied medicine in Spain at the University of Salamanca, receiving his degree in 1530. For a 

short period of time, Amatus practiced medicine in Lisbon; however, in 1534 when the threats of 

the Inquisition, towards Marrano physicians in Portugal significantly worsened, he was forced to 

move on. The choice of Amatus Lusitanus as a subject for this conference seems relevant, it adds 

several dimensions to the discussion of religion, geopolitics including medicine, disease, science 

and trade. As a Marrano, Amatus encountered numerous objections to his medical practice, 

motivated primarily by religion and politics. Historians throughout the centuries often addressed 

either his Marranism or his universalism even though individuals or Marranos as a group 

demonstrated an unyielding determination to hold on to both. Marranos who, over a span of 

several centuries, fled from Spain and Portugal, emerged elsewhere as professing Jews, mostly 

of Portuguese origin.  

Just to clarify his medical success, despite the need to frequently search for safe havens, the 

discussions will focus on some of the major locations where he lived and worked: First he 

arrived in Antwerp, (1534–1536) a liberal regime that protected refugees; the Ferrara years 

1536–1547, the Ancona years 1547–1556, the years in Ragusa 1556–1558, the years in 

Thessalonica 1558–1568 (the year of his death).  As a student of both general history and Jewish 

history, I will attempt to approach the subject using a methodology which incorporates both 

Amatus’ points of view. He as a Marrano had embraced both a Peninsular and Jewish history and 

although he cherished both, it is noted that these conflicting attributes caused him grief 

throughout his life. Historians through the years had approached the subject with their own 

particular set of biases, so, probably, will I. However, the difference between their work and 

mine is I have the treasure of the accumulated works of historians who preceded me. Thus, I 

hope to make a contribution by consolidating both sides of what fate has dealt to Amatus 

Lusitanus and his fellow Marranos. 

   

 

 

 

Esther Gitman earned a Ph.D. in Jewish history from City University of New York, 2005; 

M.P.S. (master of professional studies) in criminal justice from Long Island University, C.W. 
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Announcing the project to expose and preserve the Jewish cemetery in Bitola 

 

Bitola is a border town in the Republic of Macedonia with roots nestled in antiquity. The city, 

situated on trade routes which used to link Europe with the Orient for many centuries, had been a 

busy intersection in which members of different nations and religions made their homes. One 

sign of this is the fact that there are many special cemeteries that surround the city. One of them 

is the Jewish cemetery, which is considered to be the oldest and largest cemetery of the Jewish 

people in the Balkans. This cemetery testifies to the large Jewish community that lived here for 

almost five centuries after being expelled from Spain in 1492. At the same time, it testifies to this 

community’s attrition as a consequence of the devastating blows that the city has suffered with 

the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the Balkan war and World War I. The cemetery ceased 

functioning in March 1943, when the devastation of the Holocaust completely wiped out the 

local Jewish community. Despite its immense cultural, educational and economic potential, the 

Jewish cemetery in Monastir / Bitola was completely abandoned and neglected. In the last seven 

decades, the city and its residents have made several attempts to preserve this historic landmark 

from complete deterioration and annihilation. Their efforts have only had a partial effect so far, 

since they have not decisively acted to produce a sustained outcome. The announced project’s 

expected outputs and results can be distinguished into six constituent actions: 

 

I. Cleaning the graveyard and documenting the gravestones 

II. Maintenance and conservation of the exposed gravestones 

III. Landscaping and construction of the memorial park 

IV. Preserving and promoting the intangible heritage of the former Jewish community of 

Monastir/Bitola 

V. Developing artistic and high-tech communication of the preserved intangible heritage  

VI. Establishment of an international platform for further scientific, educational and cultural 

cooperation dedicated to the overall objectives of this project. 

Preliminary results: After ten months of intense uncovering and cleaning work by groups from 

all over the world, about 2000 gravestones were exposed and cleaned. This is about one-sixth of 

the cemetery area; hence about 10,000 gravestones are expected to be found. Most of these 

gravestones have a long text, mostly in Hebrew, describing the life and death of the deceased in 

detail. These texts are the basis for future research work in various fields including history, 

Jewish art, language, literature and conservation.  
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Austrian Jewish soldiers conquering the Balkan before World War I 

 

In 1878, Jewish soldiers participated in the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina along with other 

soldiers of the Habsburg monarchy; a Rabbi even took part in this enterprise as a Jewish military 

chaplain. Since then, Jewish soldiers spent their maneuvers throughout the Habsburg territories, 

including the Balkans, and were stationed in military barracks. Besides their military service, the 

soldiers travelled through towns and villages and encountered the local populations, among them 

the different Jewish communities. The Sephardi communities especially intrigued the Jewish 

soldiers from Central and Eastern Europe because of their ‘exotic’ nature. In some cases, the 

Jewish soldiers enriched small Jewish communities with their presence and active participation 

in community life. Many soldiers documented their experience; they wrote diaries and letters, 

took photographs and sent postcards to their families throughout the Habsburg monarchy. By 

those activities, the soldiers were not only recording their own lives; as a matter of fact, they 

were acting as cultural agents who provided their families and friends with expertise and 

knowledge about foreign and ‘exotic’ places. Their documents became especially important 

memory objects after the end of World War I and the dissolution of the Habsburg monarchy. 

Most of those private Jewish memories were destroyed during the Shoah. This paper presents the 

results of my continuous attempts to trace several of these scattered documents that were 

preserved in public archives as well as in private estates. It aims to assess and to reconstruct the 

lives and adventures of Jewish soldiers in the Habsburg monarchy with a special focus on the 

soldiers’ memories of the Balkans. 
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The film When day breaks – a visual lieu de mémoire for Yugoslav Jewry 

 

The paper delineates the creation of empathic audience identification in the post-Yugoslav film 

Kad svane dan (When day breaks), and the power of empathy to generate historical memory. It 

illustrates the changing memory practices alongside different fault lines like the discourse time 

of a film plot in relation to the time of filmmaking in Yugoslav successor states. The film 

production; however, does reflect the different approaches to memory in Yugoslavia in their 

specific ways. My examples from the film Kad svane dan will show another mediated memory 

in particular about World War II and the Holocaust in Yugoslavia and, moreover, on altered 

memory practices after the breakup of socialist Yugoslavia. 

‘The paradox of fiction’ explicates the audiences’ ability to feel with or for fictional characters. 

The paper further assumes that empathic audience identification with media characters is the 

most direct access to mediated texts in the same way as to the lives and emotions of other people. 

They could be fictional characters from other times and from other cultures, as well. Empathic 

feelings with (or for) film protagonists whose emotions are witnessed might be crucial to make 

the audience aware of certain consequences of historical events. Empathic audience 

identification with fictional media characters and the ability to become engaged in the story of 

the film may lead to a broader understanding of the Jewish history of Yugoslavia. In general, it 

does not occur without any shaping of historical memory; however, if you contextualize the film 

within the overall culture of remembrance of the Yugoslav Jewry, the film Kad svane dan is 

indeed – and therefore highlighted in the title of this paper – a lieu de mémoire for Yugoslav 

Jewry. 

Moreover, the quest for Jewish identity does encourage the protagonist of this film to learn more 

about the local Jewish heritage and his own Jewishness. This quest stands alongside with the 

memories and it will increasingly gain significance during the plot, which will be centered 

around a piece of music, drawing an invisible line of empathy between Sajmište and the story 

time of the film. 
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Jewish topics and musical motifs in the compositions of Marko Aaron Rothmüller 

 

 

Marko Aaron Rothmüller (1908–1993) was an exceptional 20th century musician. Whereas the 

musical professions had long since split into a creative and a performing branch, Rothmüller was 

a successful singer, composer and musicologist. He was born in Trnjani near Slavonski Brod, 

Croatia. He grew up in a non-religious Jewish family, and although he personally was not deeply 

involved with Judaism as a religion, he felt a genuine passion for Jewish culture and Zionist 

ideas (four of his six siblings emigrated to Israel). He is mainly known as a world-renowned 

opera singer (baritone), but in musicological circles that deal with Jewish topics, he is generally 

known as the author of the book Die Musik der Juden (1951; The Music of the Jews. An 

historical appreciation, 1953). His compositional oeuvre – comprising programmatic elements, 

chamber music, as well as symphonic works – has been overshadowed by his career as a singer 

(documented by a multitude of recordings, reviews and newspaper articles) and by his full-time 

position as a professor at the University of Indiana in Bloomington, teaching voice. In 1932, 

Rothmüller, together with David Spitzer and Hinko Gottlieb, founded the Zionist cultural society 

Omanut (Art) in Zagreb. Omanut published an eponymous monthly journal, informing local 

Jews about Jewish philosophy and humanities, as well as about literary and cultural endeavors 

undertaken by Jews, mostly in Western Europe. Omanut, a society founded for the advancement 

of Jewish music and art, also had a publishing house, Edition Omanut, which published 25 

volumes between 1933 and 1936. Among these volumes, we also find some of Rothmüller’s own 

early works. It was Rothmüller’s life quest to help create a “Jewish school” in music and he 

frequently composed music with clear programmatic titles. He himself identified over twenty of 

his own compositions as being distinctly “Jewish music”. In this paper, I want to shed light on 

Rothmüller’s early “Jewish” compositions written in Zagreb and identify and analyze those 

stylistic elements that are based on Jewish topics and musical motifs. 
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Anti-Semitism in Yugoslavia (1918–1941) 

 

The aim of the paper is to discuss anti-Semitism (extending from the definition and approach of 

Klaus Holz) in the Yugoslavia of the interwar years, in which Jews accounted for little more than 

half a percent of the total population. The question arises if we can identify different forms of 

anti-Semitism in different regions of the first Yugoslav state. So far there are not many studies 

dealing with anti-Semitism in the Yugoslavia of the interwar period, although the history of the 

Jewish communities on the territory of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, since 1929 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia, is quite well researched, as can be seen in the works of scholars like 

Harriet Pass Freidenreich, Ženi Lebl, Melita Švob, Nebojša Popović, Pavle Šosberger and Ivo 

Goldstein. Anti-Semitism between 1918–1941 has been described as “only one facet of the 

problem”, although “Anti-Semitic outbursts were relatively numerous and varied after the 

establishment of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes” (Goldstein). In general, it seems 

that it can indeed be said that anti-Semitism was not a significant phenomenon during the 

interwar years. Freidenreich, for example, came to the conclusion that the first Yugoslav state 

may be remembered for its fair treatment of the Jewish minority. Nevertheless, an assessment of 

how widespread anti-Semitism was in the public discourse and in politics during those years in 

different parts of Yugoslavia seems relevant for a better understanding of the genocide that took 

place during World War II. On the other hand, she emphasized that the problems of the 

Yugoslav state were also reflected in the different Jewish communities: “In the internal politics 

of the communal federation, as well as in the rivalry among the various cities, can be seen a 

miniature replica of interwar Yugoslavia: a centralized bureaucracy in Belgrade, dominated by 

Serbs, in this case Serbian Jews, was resented by the Croats, that is, the Jews of Zagreb, who 

were jealous of their own special prerogatives, as well as by the ‘deprived’ or ‘underprivileged’ 

provincials, the Sarajevo Sephardim.” 
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          The social and economic position of the Jews in Macedonia (1800–1912) 

 

In  the  society  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, the  Jewish community enjoyed a better position 

compared to the Jewish  communities in  the  European  states. The  Ottoman  Empire  was  not  

a  Turkish  national  state, but  an  Islamic  caliphate, constructed  as  a religious  empire  in  

which  there  is  no  national  concept. The  citizens  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  were  treated  as  

the  followers  of  different  religious  groups, not  as  different  ethnic  groups. Although  the  

Ottoman  Empire  was  tolerant,  accepted  the  exiled  Jews  and  there  were  no  pogroms  on  

their  territory as opposed to  the  European  states,  there  were  still cases  of  some  restrictions  

for  Jews. These  restrictions  were  forced  the  Jews  into  becoming  second  class citizens, just  

like  the  other  non-Muslim  populations.  

The  Gülhane  Hat-i  Sherif, promulgated  on  3  November  1839, nominally  recognized  the  

right  of  the  Jews  to  testify  in  court (which  they  had  not  enjoyed  previously), even  to  

testify  against  Turks. Confiscations were terminated and the same civil rights as all Turks had 

been granted to the Jews. Four  years  later, the  Grand  Vizier  Riza  Pasha, in  the  name  of  the  

Sultan, confirmed  all  civil  rights  for  all  peoples  in  the  Ottoman  Empire. Although  this  

confirmation  was  repeated  in  1846  by  the  new  Grand  Vizier, Reshid  Pasha, it  is  known  

that  none  of  these  declarations  brought  about  any  substantial  changes  in  the  social  

conditions  of  the  Jews. In  1856, the  Sultan  issued  the  Hatt-i  Hümayun, in  which  he  again  

confirmed  the  former  privileges  and  civil  rights  of  all  citizens  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

All  these  were  formal “privileges”, and  those  to  take  best  advantage  of  such  rights  were  

the  richer  Jews, who  were  now  able  to  enrich  themselves  more  easily, paving  the  way  for  

the  development  of  industry. 
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The Jewish religious community in Skopje searching for deported Jews from Macedonia in 

March 1943 

 

Immediately after the liberation of Macedonia, besides the small number of Jews that managed 

to escape the deportation, the process of the surviving Jews returning to their homeland began. 

Although their number was considerably lower, the surviving members continued the long 

historic tradition of forming Jewish communities. 

On 20 December 1944, a group of Jews from Skopje that managed to survive the inconceivable 

terror of the fascist occupiers met in order to consider their legal and political position. Six days 

later, on 26 December 1944, the Macedonian Jewish Religious Community was formed in Skopje 

at the first session of the Macedonian-Jewish National Liberation Board. 

One of the most sensitive questions the Macedonian Jewish Religious Community faced was the 

question related to the destiny of Jews deported from Macedonia.  

This paper covers the efforts of the Jewish religious community in Skopje at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Federal Yugoslavia, the embassies of the Soviet Union, 

United States, Great Britain, France and other international institutions and embassies with 

headquarters in Belgrade, to reveal the fate of the deported Jews from Macedonia in March 1943. 
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The Jewish community in Salona 

 

The sarcophagus of Flavius Theodotus was found in an early Christian cemetery basilica in 

Manastirine in Salona, the capital of the ancient Roman province of Dalmatia. In 382 C.E. he 

buried his son in lege sancta cristiana – the cemetery of the Christian faith. Giovanni Battista de 

Rossi has correctly assumed that this expression was created according to the syntagma in lege 

iudaica, which means that the Jewish cemetery, and therefore the Jewish community, had existed 

in Salona. Don Frane Bulić, the greatest Salona researcher, reinforced this theory with three 

archaeological findings: a lamp with a menorah motive, one yellowish glass gemma also 

depicting a menorah and a vessel for oil (keren apuh) used for anointing the newly elected king. 

The fragment of sarcophagus decorated with a menorah was found on Our Lady’s Island, 

precisely within the city’s southeastern necropolis where Bulić had assumed the existence of a 

smaller Jewish cemetery. These three artifacts date from the 3rd or 4th century C.E. However, 

the crucial evidence for the existence of the Jewish community was one fragmented grave 

inscription found in 1954. It mentions Jews as a religious group in the same line after the 

Romans and before the Christians (Romani, Iudei et Cristiani). That kind of order reflects the 

official religious policy of the Roman Empire during the 3rd century. According to some other 

elements, this inscription can be dated to the end of 3rd or beginning of the 4th century. Salona, 

as the one of the biggest urban centers on the eastern coast of Adriatic with more than 40 

thousand inhabitants, then had numerous pagan cults like that of Jupiter, Venus, Victoria, 

Hercules, Silvanus, Ceres, Liber, Magna Mater, Mithras, the Egyptian gods Isis and Serapis, and 

cults of deified emperors. The Jewish community lived with them as well as with the Christians 

who were hit hard by Diocletian’s persecutions during 304 C.E. and afterwards transformed the 

city in one of the most prominent Christian centers of the Roman world. Jews continued to live 

in Salona into the late antiquity, which can be seen by the epitaph of the Samaritan woman 

Nomia (?) erected in August, 539 C.E. 
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Romanian nation bulding and the Jewish question. Reality and perception of the Jewish 

communities in Romania (1878–1940) 

 

In the middle of the 20th century, the union of the principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia and 

the independence of Romania were associated with a general reform of the state, beginning with 

the draft of a Constitution. The latter, in any case, discriminated the non-Christians and this 

“original sin” and its international dimension accompanied Romania all throughout its nation 

building process. The First World War and the creation of a Greater Romania represented further 

occasions of emphasizing the seriousness of the Jewish question in the country, especially after 

the annexation of Bessarabia and Southern Bukovina. In this historical context, Jewish life in 

Romania was inevitably marked by the difficult relationships with the government and by the 

increasing “nationalization” of all aspects of the cultural, economic and social reality.  

The present paper aims to outline the principal problems that affected Romanian Jewry, and the 

process that accompanied the country as it moved towards the completion of its nation building, 

whose existence was increasingly connected to the presence of Soviet Russia and the existence 

of a substantial Jewish community. The latter became hostages of a country that in few years 

passed from the glory days of a Great Romania to the internal and international decline of its 

institutions. 
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Marcus Ehrenpreis – a Rabbi in Đakovo 1896–1900 

 

 

During his long life, Marcus (Markus Mordechai) Ehrenpreis (Lviv, Ukraine, 1869 – 

Saltsjöbaden, Sweden, 1951) lived and worked in different parts of Europe, being at the same 

time not only a witness, but also the protagonist of many important historical events and 

processes, including those most tragic from the period of the World War II. He left an especially 

deep mark in Sofia, Bulgaria, where he was the Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria (from 1900 to 1914), 

and in Stockholm, Sweden, where from 1914 up to his death he was the Chief Rabbi of Sweden. 

Therefore, these two phases of his life are the most thoroughly presented and discussed in the 

historiography. However, less is known about the time in the beginning of his religious service 

when Ehrenpreis spent four years (1896–1900) as a Rabbi in a small town called Đakovo in 

Croatia. At the turn of the 20th century, Đakovo, located in the center of the eastern Croatian 

region of Slavonia, was a town with some 4,000 inhabitants, but it was important as a diocese 

and as the seat of the Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer, a prominent Croatian political and 

religious leader of the time. The aim of the presentation is to widen the knowledge of 

Ehrenpreis’s life by thorough research of his years spent in Croatia. Special emphasis will be put 

on his efforts to promote the Zionist idea in Slavonia, which were the beginnings of Zionism in 

Croatia, and on his relationship with Bishop Strossmayer. 
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The tortu(r)ous paths of property restitution in Salonika 

 

 

Why did Salonikan survivors of the Shoah consider themselves “true strangers in their own 

city”? Why did many returnees from the death camps initially sleep on the floor of the one and 

only standing synagogue with “one blanket as a mattress and another as a cover”? Why had only 

300 Jewish apartments and homes and 50 shops, out of a total of more than 12,000 and 2,500 

respectively, been returned to their rightful owners or their heirs by 1949? The paper addresses 

these questions by examining and contextualizing the tortu(r)ous paths of property restitution 

from the end of the Axis occupation of Greece in October 1944 to the establishment of Greek 

Jewry’s main welfare institution, the Organization for the Care and Rehabilitation of the Jews of 

Greece, in March 1949. It looks at the twists and turns of the legal procedure, the rearguard 

action of property usurpers and local politicians, and the stances of the Greek press on property 

restitution. It seeks a) to examine how, on a collective and individual level, the Jews positioned 

themselves towards this “matter of life and death”; b) to assess the nature and extent of their 

involvement in its resolution; and c) to demonstrate how it impacted on their lives. 
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Jews in Croatia during the 1990s 

 

The focus of this presentation regards some facets of relations between the Croatian leadership 

and the Jewish community in Croatia in the 1990s. During the War of Independence (Homeland 

War), Serbian propaganda, among others, accused the Croatian leadership of anti-Semitism and a 

revival of the Independent State of Croatia (NDH). Meanwhile, some established members of 

Jewish community were highly ranked in the Croatian leadership and were known for their 

humanitarian actions which helped some of the attacked Croatian towns and cities and were 

active members of the Croatian diplomacy. The president of the Jewish community of Zagreb, 

Nenad Porges, sent an appeal to Jews all over the world in which he claimed that the Croatian 

government was not anti-Semitic.  

The goal of this presentation is to point out some of the facts that indicate the stability of the 

relations indicated above, as well as the support the Jewish community offered Croatia during 

the war in the 1990s. 
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Jews as a development factor of the Adriatic and Mediterranean worlds in the 18th Century 

 

This paper is the result of the cooperation between Zrinka Podhraški Čizmek, who researches 

Croatian maritime documents from the 18th century, and Naida-Mihal Brandl, who specializes in 

Jewish history. Based on the analysis of 17,000 maritime documents of the Hrvatski pomorski 

regesti – Osamnaesto stoljeće / Regesti Marittimi Croati – Settecento, Nikola Čolak, Padova 

1985 and 1993 (12,000 published and 5,000 still unpublished), we identified very interesting 

networks of maritime trade involving Jewish merchants, agents, owners of goods and ships in the 

Adriatic within the Mediterranean context. The result of research on the documents from 

different collections of the Archivio di Stato di Venezia, Archivio di Stato di Ancona and 

Archivio di Stato di Fano are over 500 “bills of lading” where Jews were the main actors. From 

these documents it is possible to map out not only the routes of different merchandise, but to 

analyze all the types of goods and their provenance, especially from the hinterland. This research 

shows a picture of connections between the Republic of Venice, the Austrian Empire, the 

Ottoman Empire, the Republic of Dubrovnik, the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, the Papal State, the 

Kingdom of Naples, and many others. Through these documents it is possible to achieve a 

completely new insight not only about the goods from the Americas that were imported through 

London, Amsterdam, Livorno, Ancona, Venice to the Eastern Adriatic coast, but also the export 

from the East through the Ottoman Empire (Levant and the Balkans), Dalmatian cities toward 

other European centers. These commercial connections were very intense, bringing not only 

wealth in goods, but also impulses from different cultures, religions and beliefs in the creation of 

one communio through the sea without frontiers where differences did not necessarily disappear  

– but rather they were welcomed. Surprisingly, we found old Jewish family names in new areas, 

and in new contexts: the Coen and Morpurgo, Jacur, Vitali, Baraffael, Consolo, Amadio, Baroni, 

Uziel, Bemporad, Cagli, Mondolfo, Sonino, Vivante, and many others, which give us a real 

picture of the daily life of these families in so many different aspects. They were merchants, 

agents, captains, owners and parcenevoli, who brought their inventiveness and skills, spiritual 

life and religion, working and family ethics with them, giving a particular coloring to the 

Adriatic and the Mediterranean world of the eighteenth century.  

 

Naida-Mihal Brandl graduated in history and archaeology from the University of Zagreb. She 

studied four semesters at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York. She 

received her Ph.D. in modern and contemporary Croatian history in a European and international 

context at the University of Zagreb with the thesis “The Jews in Croatia from 1944/5 until 1952”. 

She is a lecturer in Jewish history at the Chair of Judaic Studies at the University of Zagreb. 

Brandl focuses on Jewish history in Croatia in the interwar period and after World War II, as 

well as on the Adriatic and Mediterranean Jews in the Modern Period. 

Zrinka Podhraški Čizmek studied history and religious studies at the University of Padua and 

history, Italian language and literature at the University of Zagreb, where she earned her double 

major in 2010. She focuses on research of the 18
th

 century Croatian maritime documents 

collected by Nikola Čolak in collaboration with the Croatian State Archive (2010-2013). Since 

2012, Podhraški Čizmek has been a Ph.D. candidate in history at the University of Split. She is 

preparing a project for the transcribing and editing of 80,000 maritime documents of the Adriatic 

in the 18th century. She has just published 4,000 documents in the 3rd vol. of the Croatian 

Maritime Regesta published by the University of Split’s Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences. 
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The Holocaust in Thessaloniki and the actions of the Red Cross 

 

Within a few months of 1943, the overwhelming majority of the members of the historic Jewish 

community of Thessaloniki were transported from their homes, in cattle cars, to be exterminated 

at the Nazi death camp of Auschwitz. Thessaloniki, a major port city in the Balkans and 

Greece’s second largest city has the sad privilege of having lost one of the largest percentages of 

Jewish population during World War II compared to other cities in Europe. Almost 95% of the 

city’s 50,000 Jews did not survive the war, most of them deported and exterminated in Poland. 

The proposed paper reconsiders the events of that period using the approach of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross in Thessaloniki as a case study. Much has been said and written 

about the role of the ICRC during the Holocaust. The Red Cross has been criticized for inaction 

or even complicity. Recently, they have admitted their “failure to help and protect the millions of 

people who were exterminated in the death camps” and “[t]he ICRC has publicly expressed its 

regret regarding its impotence and the mistakes it made in dealing with Nazi persecution and 

genocide.” 

In Thessaloniki, a non-professional Red Cross delegate tried to intervene and save Jews during 

this period. The Nazis quickly branded him persona non grata and expelled him from Greece. 

His supervisors in Geneva did not approve of his actions at the time and felt he was undermining 

their neutrality. At the same time, Red Cross officials in Greece had access to all sides of the 

conflict, the Nazi administration, the Greek government, foreign delegations, local institutions as 

well as the Jewish community, allowing us to consider developments from a more holistic view. 

The paper will detail the attitudes of the Red Cross vis-à-vis the Holocaust in Thessaloniki, 

examining the actions of its staff in Thessaloniki, Geneva and elsewhere, their interactions with 

the Nazis, the Greek authorities, foreign diplomats and the Jewish community, as well as their 

communication with Nazi war criminals after the war. Research into the Red Cross archives has 

discovered ample documentation never before published, as well as files relating to Nazi war 

criminals who were active in Thessaloniki and were in touch with the ICRC after the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leon Saltiel is a Ph.D. candidate of contemporary Greek history at the University of Macedonia, 
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Fulbright Scholar at Georgetown University, earning a master’s degree in foreign service. He has 

received fellowships, from the German Marshall Fund, Yad Vashem, and the Institute for the 
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Epicenter of the Destruction of the Jews of Greece” at the Mémorial de la Shoah in Paris. 
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Relief and rescue: Jewish communities during the wars in former Yugoslavia 

 

As wars erupted in the former Yugoslavia in the early 1990s, Jewish communities were faced 

with new threats to their very existence.  The Jewish community in Sarajevo suffered the worst, 

as the extended siege of Sarajevo took its toll on people’s lives and on the community’s ability to 

care for its members.  Hundreds of shells were fired at the city daily; water and food became 

scarce or nonexistent. The community leadership struggled to assist its members with their basic 

needs, including food and medical services.  Earlier in the war, the Jewish community 

established soup kitchens and other facilities open for the general population, not only for Jewish 

residents but for every starving civilian in the conflict, regardless of their religion, faith or 

background.  The Jewish community established La Benevolencija, a Jewish ad-hoc 

humanitarian aid organization to help people of all backgrounds who were trapped in Sarajevo 

during the siege of April 1992 to February 1996. The Sarajevo siege was the longest siege in 

20th century warfare, during which over 11,000 people were killed and more than 50,000 

wounded. Despite the heroic efforts of humanitarian aid initiatives, it soon became apparent that 

the desperate situation called for an attempt to evacuate Sarajevo’s Jews, as well as other 

refugees trying to flee for their lives from the ruined city.  The American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee (Joint), together with the Mossad, Israel’s foreign intelligence service, 

initiated a plan to rescue the Jewish community from Sarajevo. Under extremely dangerous 

conditions, Israeli and American representatives negotiated a safe passage with the four armies 

and numerous militias fighting in Bosnia.  They were able to organize and safely carry out the 

evacuation of almost 3,500 people, about half of whom were Jews and the others Croats and 

Muslims, from the besieged Sarajevo. The paper focuses on the relief and evacuation efforts of 

the Jewish community during the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shlomo Shpiro holds the Paterson Chair for Intelligence and Security and is Head of the 

Intelligence Studies Program at Bar-Ilan University in Israel. Prof. Shpiro is a graduate of the 
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Working with culturally positioned women’s roles:  

the organized contribution by the Jewish women of Belgrade within the Jewish community and in 

the wider society 

 

 

The interdisciplinary dialogues between different branches of gender studies, feminism, post-

feminism and Jewish culture studies have generated numerous questions about the positions and 

roles of women within Jewish contemporaneity of the time, both within Jewish communities and, 

as a wider issue, within the particular societies Jews were living in. Although the role of women 

cannot be neglected when we are talking about individual women’s lives within a particular 

community or a family, a wider, organized impact of women’s activity can be tracked and 

understood much more directly through the work of Jewish women’s societies.  

Both the Sephardi and Ashkenazi Jewish communities in Belgrade have founded Jewish 

women’s societies. Since the end of the nineteenth century, they have been working on complex 

projects that included social welfare, teaching, charity work, as well as organized care for 

children, the elderly and women. In doing so, they have made significant improvements in the 

fields of education, medical care and social stability, but also have made the role of women in 

Jewish community and in the wider society more visible. Also, being the first women’s society 

in Serbia, a Sephardi Jewish women’s society paved the way to other women’s societies that 

were later founded there. Looking at their activity from this historical distance and thinking of a 

certain visibility of women as an organized, distinguished group within the Jewish community, 

can we say that the work of Jewish women’s societies was somehow related to the feminist 

tendencies of the time, or it was a logical continuation of Jewish values? Are these two theses 

mutually exclusive or are they related and complementary? Was the women’s work within 

socially gender approved fields (charity, education, care for the frail) a manifestation of a 

strength of patriarchal standards, or did it carve out new possible paths of women’s roles within 

the society? This paper will address some of these issues, as well as present the historical 

development of women’s societies and organizations within the Jewish community of Belgrade 

from the end of the nineteenth century up to the present day. 

Besides the relevant literature from the fields of history, gender studies, cultural studies and 

Jewish studies, the information will also be gathered from the archives of the Jewish historical 

museum in Belgrade that holds a lot of original documents and papers related to the work of 

Jewish women’s societies in Belgrade throughout history.   
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art and media theory. She obtained her Ph.D. degree in the art and media theory program 

affiliated with the Interdisciplinary Studies Center of the University of Arts in Belgrade. Her 
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Anti-Semitic propaganda and legislation in Serbia 1939–1942: content, scale, aims and the role 

of the German factor 

 

The status of the small, but very important and well-integrated Jewish community in interwar 

Yugoslavia was regulated by the law of the Jewish religious community in the Kingdom of 

Yugoslavia. Over 95% of Yugoslav Jews lived in cities and were mainly working in trade, 

banking, culture, education and production. Until the mid-1930s, anti-Jewish expressions and 

provocations were limited to occasional and sporadic incidents sanctioned by the authorities. 

After the Nazi’s rise to power in Germany, anti-Semitism spread in Europe. In the Serbian parts 

of the Yugoslav kingdom, anti-Semitic propaganda started to grow in late 1930s. That anti-

Semitism had a mostly economic and political background, while the racial and eugenic theories 

were scarce and noninfluential. The leading anti-Semitic political party was the Yugoslav 

national movement Zbor. Their leader, Dimitrije Ljotić, had a powerful demagogical rhetoric. 

However, the Yugoslav people did not show much sympathy for extremist ideas: Zbor had won 

only ca. 1% of votes in the Yugoslav general elections (1935, 1938).  An extreme rise in anti-

Semitic propaganda in Yugoslavia started after the outbreak of World War II. The Yugoslav 

economy was (by the late 1930s) dependent on Germany, and the Nazis used this to influence 

policies in Yugoslavia, as they did in neighboring countries (Hungary and Bulgaria). Especially 

after the fall of France (June 1940), large-scale organized anti-Semitic campaigns were launched 

in the Serbian media. It was merged with an anti-Masonic campaign and lead by Danilo 

Gregorić, Stevo Kluić, Đorđe Perić and Lazar Prokić, most of whom were already associates of 

the German intelligence in Yugoslavia. During the occupation of Serbia (1941–1944), they were 

all involved in the collaboration and had prominent roles in collaborationists’ propaganda. Anti-

Semitic decrees on limitations for Jewish students (numerus clausus) and Jewish enterprises 

dealing with food production and distribution followed, and were introduced in October 1940. In 

the April War, Yugoslavia was defeated and divided. Most of Serbia found itself under the direct 

military rule of German forces. This brought the wide-scale introduction of anti-Semitic 

legislature and violence, completed by the Holocaust that took more than 80% of Serbian Jews’ 

lives. The destruction of Jews was ordered and organized by the German authorities, while the 

collaborationist governments and propaganda mostly followed German orders. This paper is 

based on primary historical sources of Serbian, German and Jewish origin and will show the 

content, scale and aims of anti-Semitic propaganda and legislature in Serbia (1939–1942). 

 

Aleksandar Ivanković has studied and graduated in history at the faculty of philosophy in 

Belgrade. His Ph.D. thesis focused on the ideas, political projects and praxis of Milan Nedić’s 
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The predominance of Sephardi women in post-Shoah Judezmo literature in Bulgaria 

  

My paper is an attempt to look at the problems of Sephardi literary responses to the Shoah, 

commemorating both the victims and the Judezmo language and culture itself. My paper focuses 

on the role of Sephardi women’s post-Shoah writing in Judezmo (theatre, poetry, memoirs) in 

Bulgaria. 
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is the editor of Die Sefarden in Hamburg and La Boz de Bulgaria, and author of numerous books 
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Sephardi literary legacy of Rabbi Yaʻacob ben Yosef Yisrael from Monastir 

 

 

The aim of this paper is to shed light on the Sephardi family Yisrael from Monastir in 

Macedonia, and to examine two relevant rabbinic works, written in Ladino by Rabbi Yaʻacob 

ben Yosef Yisrael, Yismah Yisrael (Belgrade, 1896) and Yagel Ya‘acob (Belgrade, 1900), both 

published by the famous printing house of Shemuel Horowitz, active in the Serbian capital 

between 1880 and 1941. 

On the one hand, the paper aims to examine the linguistic and literary value of these two books, 

studying the genre of these rabbinic guides for religious observance, written for the Ladino 

reading public, and its moralistic and Halakhic content. 

On the other hand, of special interest for this paper is the study of the paratexts of these two 

books, in this case, introductions, additions at the end and other remarks added by the editor, 

Yosef Yisrael, the author’s son, who first tried to publish his father’s works in Vienna, but 

finally succeeded to publish them in Belgrade. His writings reveal interesting data on the past of 

his family in Macedonia as well as his personal experience and adventures on his journey to 

Vienna and Belgrade, describing the Sephardi communities among others. 
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Greek-Jewish readings of anti-Semitism in Greece, 1945 – early 1960s 

 

In late October 1944, the Athens daily newspaper Eleftheria wrote in reference to the city of 

Salonika, the feast of its protector Saint Dimitrios and its Jewish community, that among the 

many “honors” for which Greece was to be proud was that it was a country in which anti-

Semitism had “never manifested itself”. Just over three years later, Asher Moissis, a leading 

figure of postwar Greek Jewry, made very similar comments. Speaking in late 1947, as the 

representative of Greek Jewry at the first European conference of Jewish historical commissions, 

he noted in reply to questions concerning the wartime fate of Salonikan (and by extension Greek) 

Jewry that anti-Semitism was “unknown” in Greece. The documented and actual personal 

experiences of numerous Greek Jews; however, contradict this naïve and overly simplistic 

narrative. Being a Jew in post-Shoah Greece often meant not only dealing with a host of pressing 

emotional and material issues, such as mourning loved ones or reclaiming confiscated property, 

but also facing the indifference, if not the outright hostility and anti-Semitism, of the general 

population. The paper focuses on Greek-Jewish responses to the numerous incidences of anti-

Semitism in Greece from 1945 to the early 1960s. Through close readings of the two main 

Jewish newspapers of the period, the left-wing Ισραηλιτικόν Βήµα (Israelite Tribune, Salonika 

1945-47) and the Zionist Εβραϊκή Εστία (Jewish Hearth, Athens 1947-63), and the pertinent 

records of the Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece, it will contextualize these 

responses and offer, with reference to past Greek-Jewish responses to anti-Semitism, a basic 

typology. 
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Jacob Musafia: a Judeo-Spanish account of travel to the Middle East from Yugoslavia (1930) 

 

The Jewish presence in Zemun, a town situated on the Danube (nowadays part of Belgrade), 

dates from the mid-18th century Austrian period. Zemun had a mixed Ashkenazi-Sephardi 

community, the Sephardi part comprised of families originally from Belgrade and Sarajevo. The 

most prominent member of the Zemun Sephardi community was Rabbi Yehuda Hay Alkalay 

(Sarajevo 1798 – Jerusalem 1878), a prolific author and a precursor of modern Zionism. 

However, our research deals with a Sephardi family from Sarajevo living in Zemun in the 20th 

century. This is the Musafija family whose representatives were Rabbi Isak Musafija (1882 – 

Jasenovac 1941?) and his son Jacob, both writing in Judeo-Spanish. Our focus is on Jacob 

Musafia, author of the only travelogue in Sephardi literature from the Yugoslav part of the 

Balkans. Musafia’s travelogue, written in 1930, describes his visit to Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and 

Palestine (Jaffo, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem). It provides insights into the state of the Judeo-Spanish 

language with speakers of his generation as well as the self-perception of Sephardi identity in 

interwar Yugoslavia. Our intention is to analyze this Judeo-Spanish text that has up to now been 

unknown to researchers in the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Krinka Vidaković-Petrov is a scholar, professor, translator and diplomat. She holds a Ph.D. in 
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